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First Group of the Contras
Completes Florida Training

WASHINGTON, Jan, 8 — The first
group of Nicaraguan rebel command-
e«s tramned in Florida by the United
S:ates military has returned to Centrai
A.merica and training o f a second
g-oup has already begun, accui ding to
r-bel ana American orficials.

At least 87 commanders from five
guerrilla groups representing ail fronts
i the growing war were intensively
tiained for two months at a secret mili-
tary site in Florida, according to sev-
eral rebel officials. They said special
emphasis was given to the need for a
more ynified guerrilla movement as
wetll as to basic military skills,

American and rebel officials esti-
mate that more than 300 commanders
will be trained this year in the redou-
bied Administration effort to forge the
rebels, known as contras, into a guer-
niila army capable of challenging the
Sandinistas inside Nicaragua. This
comes as Administation and Congres-
sional officials acknowledge that fu-
ture American backing for the contras
is in grave doubt.

"“‘It’s fronic, but five years of backing
tne contras has really come down (o
what we can do in the next five
munths,”” said an American official'
who heips oversee rebel operations.

Training Site Kept Secret

Although the training program has
been publicly announced, American of-
ficials have treated it as a nearly cov-
ert operation. For the first graduation
ceremony last month, rebe! officiais
said they were taken to the training
site in vehiles with blacked-out win-
dows in an effort to keep its precise
location a secret. '

fhe iraining effort is the first at-
tempt to bring all the disparate rebel
military groups together under the
banner of the Amercan-backed United
Nicaraguan OppoSiuui. umdreila or-
ganuzation, American otficials say.

This emphasis almost immediately
offended some.of the dider, more poiiti-
cally conssrvative commanders of the
Nicaraguan Democratic Force rebel
army dased in Honduras, according to
several rebei officials. Rebei leaders
have long been divided over the control
and poiitical direction of the guerrilla
ai'my.

‘Brainwashing’ Is Charged

Several rebel officials, s weil as a
receni visitor to rebel camps in Hon-
duvras, ;aid older rebel commanders
there nad angrily complained .hat
American trainers were braiinwash-
ing" rebel students and trying .0 ‘urn
them against the Nicaraguan Demo-
cratic Force, which has long been

dominated by former members of the
deposed Nicaraguan National Guard
army.

By JAMES LeMOYNE .j/
special 10 The New York Times

But the call for greater unity and less !
factional infighting is backed by Ad-|
ministration officials and is unlikely to
be dropped from the training, accord-'
ing {0 both rebel and American offe.
cials. The Nicaraguan Democratic,
For~e has reacted by atte.npting to
reiziorce its control in rebel camips in
Hunduras, American and rebel offi-
cia:s say.

Although most of the rebel com-
manders in Florida were from the nu-
mericaity  dominant  Nicaraguan
Deuwur ratic Force, there were also
dabout 20 “‘students’’ i-:presenting Mis-
kito Indians belonging to the Misura-
sata and Kisan rebel groups, as well as
cummanders from two other rebel
anits based in soutnern .Nicaragua
near the Costa Rican border, according
to rebel officials.

The mixed group reflects not only the
demand for unity, but also a new effort
to step up military activity on the At-
lantic coast and in southern Nicaragua,
where the Miskito Indians, the the

| Southern Opposition Bloc and rebels

who belonged to the former Demo-
cratic Revolutionary Alliance still fight
with probably fewer than 2,000 men.

Rebel officials say the training cov-
ered four main areas: paramedical
help, expiosives, military leadership
and instruction on how to train new re-
cruits in Central America.

Paramedical training has been in-
| cluded because rebel units operate for
’ months deep inside Nicaragua where
they have no medical facilities, Amer-
ican officials say. Hundreds of rebel
fighters have died of wounds on long

| marches back to base camps in Hon
duras over the last four years of fight-
ing, rebel officials say.

| C.LA. Advisers in Camps

Guerrilla leaders said American
trainers in Honduras were also giving
specialized instruction in long-range
guerrilla patrol techniques to selected
rebel commanders. Honduran officials
previously denied that any training
would take place in Honduras.

In addition, Central Intelligence
Agency advisers are nowworking full-
time in rebel camps, overseeing train.
ing, communications and logistics, ac-
cording to rebel and American offi-
cials. Weapons and supplies provideg:
by the United States have begun tc|
pour into Honduras, paid for by the!
first installment of a $100 million pack-
age of aid to the rebels approved by:
Congress last year.

: 20,000 combatants, the combined rebel

| uono I'“|

Adolfo Calero, the political head of
the Nicaraguan Democratic Force,
nay move to Honduras from his
present home in Miami to more closely
oversee rebel activities there, Amer-
1. officials say.

xebei and American officials added |
.hat the Administraton had purposely |
exaggerated the number of armed!
uerrillas in Nicaragua and Honduras.

ey said that rather than 18,000 to

forces probably number 12,000 men at
most — a force still sizable enough to
wreak havoc in a guerrilla war.

A new rebel human rights office
begun work in guerrillas camps in Hon-
duras and a new rebel radio station,

lled Radio Liberation, has
broadcasting into Nicaragua. In a
political lnvei
stepped up contacts with the Nicarse
guan exile community in the United
States and Central America. .
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